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“When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women and blessed
is the fruit of your womb... And blessed is she who believed that there would be fulfillment of
what was spoken to her by the Lord.””

Luke1:39-55
Fourth Sunday of Advent

“We are all meant to be mothers of God, for God is always needing to be born.”

Meister Eckhart

In Protestant circles, we are very careful notto doanything tha could be congrued as Mary
worship. Weare so careful, in fact, tha often we do not give her therespect she deserves.
However, this week@ Gospd reading is entirely focused on Mary and her uniqueplace in human
history as the woman who birthed the divine Christ, God-made-flesh. Her story offersusa
windowinto oneperson® experience of receiving thewill of Godinto her heart, her body, and
her life. We dowell notto dismiss her.

Mary was more than jug an available womb. Shewas a particular kind of person for
whomall of human history had been waitingEa person who was willing to receive Christ into
thevery depthsof her bang, allowing his presence to incubae there in the darkness urtil the
fullness of time when God®@will would be completely revealed.

There was a spiritud essence contained in the person of Mary tha made her therightone
to participate so fully in God@® plan for theredemption of humankind. Part of that essence was
her capacity to betotally given over to thewill of God. Shesaid yesto Godwith Gacouragethat

opened her utterly.O



Whoever Doesthe Will of God ismy Mother

Mary, it tumsout, is apowerful example of wha is meansto beatruediscipleN onewho
desires nothing more than to know and do thewill of the Master. Sheis onewhoreceivesthe
Word of the Lord as a seed tha is planted in darkness, allowing tha seed to take root and grow
until it becomes fully mature and pushesitsway into theworld. What, then, isinvolved in
birthing thedivinewill? What sort of personis able to open to God so utterly that they incarnae
Christ in theworld?

First of dl, it seemstha thereisin such aperson an ability to receive the word of the
Lord and ponder it deep in one@heart. Threetimesin theearly chapters of Lukeit says that
Mary Qpondeed/treasured these thingsin her heartON once in respon® to theangd @
pronoun@ment, onee when the shephads came and worshipped the baby Jesus and once when
Jesus gotlog in thetemple and was foundteaching theteachers. Inall of these situaions Mary
demondrated a capacity to hold large and potentially frightening or confusngrealitiesin her
heart without Qyetting freaked out.OShe had alarge interior space for prayer and contemplation
tha enabled the appropriate respon® to her unusud situaion. Her soul was adeep well inded.

Thereisacapadty for curiosty and wonder. Mary exhibited addightful innoence
tha gave her theability to ask the obviousquestion tha others might notbewilling to ask dueto
their sophistication. Like theyoungboy who didn®know any better butto exclaim tha the
emperor had no clothes, Mary wondeed wha any of uswould wonde in her situationand she
asked her questionrightoutloud How can this be, since I am a virgin? What followed was the
mog hopdul and ingiring message onecould hopeto hear! No wonde the Scriptures say tha
anyonewho wants to enter the kingdomof God mug become like a child.

A peasonwho saysyesto Godisindifferent to anything but the will of God. Inthe
realm of spiritud journeying, indifference speaks of a state of wide-openness to God in which |

am free from undueattachment to any particular outcome, capable of relinquishing whatever



might keep me from saying an unequivocal esOto God. Indifference means| have gotten to
the place where | want God and his will more than anythingN more than ego-gratification, more
than looking goodin theeyes of othe's, more than pesond ownership or comfort or advantage
| want GGod®@will, nothing more, nothing less, nothing else.O

Thisis no small thing given how attached we are to our own plansfor preserving and
enhancng our own well-being. Mary is a compdling example of thisimportant dynamic of the
spiritud life because, despite the possibility of being odracized by her community, judged
harshly by those who did not undestand the will of Godin her life, rgjected by her husdand to
be, enduiinginconvenience and much pan, her respons to the angd @ mind-bogging
announement was (Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”

Those who say yesto God have the capadty to bdieve tha thethingstha God has
spoken deep into our souls will befulfilled. It wasthis particular aspect of Mary@ character that
Elizabeth celebrated when Mary arrived on her doorstep. Blessed is she who believed that there
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.

We are notaccugomed to bdieving thethingstha angdstell usin themiddle of the
night We are much more accugomed to bdieving wha we hear on the news, wha our own
pragmatic thoughs and rationdizationstell us and whatever wisdomweread in thelatest
bestseller. But Mary believed wha was spoken to her by theLord to the extent that it became
more rea to he than anything else.

Those who say yesto God seek the support of othersin responding faithfully to what
God hasreveded. Mary knew tha sheneeded help to make sense of it all. Perhgpssheeven
knew tha shewould need hep to keep beieving once theinitial euphaia of theangd @ visit
wore off. Shehad enoughsense to know that she couldn®share this with jus anyoneand so she
soughtout ElizabethN someonewho had had her own experience with angds. And Elizabeth®@

greeting was al sheneeded to confirm thevalidity of her experience. This confirmation did not



come throughtortured convesation and arduousdiscussion. Mary@ presence triggeed in
Elizabeth agutlevel, Holy Spirit reaction that provided degp assurance to Mary as she embarked
on this peilousjourney of calling and commitment to becoming the mother of the Son of God.

Those who say yesto God mug learn to live between the polarities of strength and
vulnerability. Intheperson of Mary we witness aprofoundparadox. We learn tha saying yes
to God@will so completely, being willing to be the vehicle throughwhich something so new and
so0 needed is birthed, takes a certain kind of inneg samina It takes strength to bdieve and
courageto act ontha bdief.

Embracing God®@will so completely also took Mary to a place of tremendous
vulnerability and weaknessN asit does for all of us. From the moment she said yes, shewas cast
uponthe mercy of God and others. Shewas at themercy of those who would make judgnents
aboutthevalidity of he claims, deciding whether to stand with her or rgject her. Shewas at the
mercy of Joseph@response to her unusid spiritud experience. And eventudly, when shewas at
her mogt vulnerableN heavy with child and ready to ddiverN shewas utterly dependent upon
Jos=ph@ care and protection and the begrudging hospitality of an over-extended inn-keeper. She
had no control over any of it.

And then shewas called uponto receive the mystery and themiracle of theincarnation as
it was given, which was probably very different than how she had envisonal it. Theonly thing
shecould control was her own faithfulness to God®@call uponher life.

Andtha shedid.

Like Mother, Like Son
Mary embodied a spirit tha respondswith the degpest kind of yesto thewill of God
when it becomes known. It was this spirit tha she passed onto he son, Jesus Tha iswhy it

comes as no surprise tha thereis a profoundparallelism between Mary@ willing respons to the



angd @ pronounement aboutthewill of Godin her life (Here I am. Let it be with me according
to your word.) and JesusOrespons to God®@will in the Garden of Gethsemane (Yet, not my will
but Thy will be done.).

Jesus was who he was because he was his Father@ child butalso because hewas his
mother@ child.

May we nottake lighty the chdlengetha Mary@life presentsto usN the chdlengeof
sayingyesto Godin al the strangeand compdling ways in which hecalls. May God give usthe
grace to say yes when he asks usto bean incarnaion of hisWord in theworld. May Jesus
himself turn towards us and say, (Here is my mother and my sister and my brotherN this one
whois doing thewill of God.O

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend on us, we pray. Cast out our sin, and enter in,
be born in us today. Amen
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